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Brisbane is emerging as a vibrant and creative New World City. We are recognised globally for our 
vision and innovation in business, arts, planning, enterprise and governance. Our rich heritage is a 
proud reflection of our local history, arts and culture.  
 
There is no better time for us to be proactive in encouraging Brisbane’s creative industry. Brisbane 
City Council endeavours to provide creative programs and facilities that are inclusive of artists from 
all backgrounds and disciplines. We are committed to getting the job done and delivering value-for-
money projects that make a difference to the lives of artists in Brisbane. 
 
The subARTS Program is an initiative of Brisbane City Council, sponsored in part by Arts 
Queensland (through the Gritty Places Partnership Program), and aims to support our city’s creative 
community while at the same time reviving our heritage buildings.  
 
Kedron Substation No. 8 is the latest heritage building to open its doors as part of this exciting 
transformation project.  
 
The once disused Tramways substation is now a thriving creative hub that inspires and provides a 
space for young and emerging artists, designers and arts organisations to create, test and exhibit 
their work. 
 
I am proud to present the Kedron No. 8 as the new studio location for Impress Printmakers and 
venue for the opening art exhibition ‘Regenerate’.  
 
Impress Printmakers has been chosen by Brisbane City Council in recognition of their ongoing 
contribution to the arts community by promoting the involvement in, and providing greater access to, 
arts and culture in Brisbane.  
 
The transformed Kedron Substation No.8 contains studio and workshop space that will provide 
ongoing value to Impress Printmakers, acting as a site for community activities, workshops and 
programs. It will provide a place for employment through education and workshop programs, as well 
as the opportunity for local artists to conduct exhibitions and learn how to make a living from their 
talent.  
 
Brisbane City Council supports Impress Printmakers in the encouragement of those with disabilities 
and from culturally diverse backgrounds to become actively involved in the centre’s operation and 
use of facilities. Promoting creative organisations, such as Impress Printmakers, creates an 
environment where people can share ideas and produce art.  
 
Brisbane City Council continues to strive to enrich the lives of the community through showcasing 
our best creative talent through industry events and grants.  
 
I encourage all artists, designers and art organisations to further explore the creative opportunities 
that Australia’s New World City has to offer. I also thank Impress Printmakers for their ongoing 
contribution to Brisbane’s creative community.  
 
Graham Quirk LORD MAYOR Brisbane 
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Professor Sasha Grishin, AM, FAHA 
The Sir William Dobell Professor of Art History 
Australian National University 
 
Regenerate: Now we are ten 
 
Early in 2004 a group of committed Brisbane-based artist printmakers banded together to form 
Impress Printmaker’s Studio and Gallery as an incorporated, not-for-profit, artist-run visual arts 
organisation. Exactly ten years later, it is moving into its new, purpose-built permanent home at the 
Kedron Tram Substation No 8 and is opening its new phase in life with a bang and a major 
exhibition Regenerate, a name which carries all of the connotations of rebirth and a fresh beginning, 
one which is built on existing foundations, as well as a not too subtle pun on the former power 
generation purpose of its new venue. 
 
Printmaking is a democratic art form built on collaboration. Perhaps more than in any of the other 
visual arts, we can speak of a community of printmakers, actively working together, sharing facilities, 
ideas and the conviction that art is something that really matters and it is something which is done 
for the betterment of the whole community. Although we have long rejected the Romantic mythology 
of the artist as a social misfit starving in the garret on the fringes of society, many of the visual art 
forms do encourage a solitary path of exploration, where the artist would surface for air at their 
exhibition after a prolonged period of hibernation. The opposite is true of printmakers, who as artists, 
more often than not, need access to bulky very heavy presses and frequently require other quite 
expensive and extensive technical facilities to make their work and tend to operate within a 
workshop, together with other like-minded individuals. The history of printmaking is largely the 
history of workshops, whether they be in 15th century Nuremberg or in 21st century Brisbane. The 
spirit of the community workshop is the creative glue which binds the whole organisation together 
and while it invariably consists of brilliant, creative individuals, each with her or his unique artistic 
language, there is also a collective ethos and a sense of unity of purpose.  
 
Over the past decade Impress has already had many runs on the board in galvanising the print-
based arts community in South-East Queensland with over forty exhibitions, an active workshop 
program, and many outreach activities including touring exhibitions in numerous national regional 
galleries as well as internationally with exhibitions in Hong Kong, China, France, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Vanuatu, Japan, Chile, New Zealand, The Philippines and Hawaii. Now with a gallery of 
its own, Impress can provide more local exhibition opportunities and experience for members. More 
significantly, Impress has entered the family of community-based open-access printmaking 
workshops and print organisations throughout Australia and around the world. Community arts can 
be a derogative term associated with a finger painting circus designed to distract attention and 
amuse shoppers while messing up parking arrangements. Community-based arts is a completely 
different animal, it is one where art of a very high calibre is made attainable to a broad based 
community. Nationally, the visual arts are being squeezed economically with more limited facilities, 
restriction in the number of courses on offer at tertiary and TAFE institutions, and with fewer 
opportunities for art school graduates. Impress, like other open-access printmaking workshops, 
offers a bridge for graduates and students from tertiary and secondary institutions, as well as other 
interested professionals, to work at the highest levels with good equipment and to move into 
professional careers as artists.  
 
The nearly eighty artists in Regenerate represent a mix of three-quarter members of Impress and a 
quarter invited artists, including the two patron artists of the workshop, Ron McBurnie and Judy 
Watson, two of the most distinguished artist printmakers in Queensland. Over three-quarters of the 
artists involved are women - printmaking for over a century has been one of the most female-
dominated art forms in Australia - and a majority of the artists have a national, and in some cases, 
an international standing, with their works represented in major public art collections throughout the 
world. This is a significant exhibition by a significant group of artists and marks an important red 
letter day on the Queensland art calendar. 


